The CASE of ſeveral Hackney-Coachmen in and about the Cities of Lon- 
don and Weſtminſter and the Suburbs, occaſioned by one Robert Murrey, 
and his Adherents, to the utter Ruin of many Families, for his and his Ac- 
complices private Intereſt. 

[. 

HE faid Robert ..lurrey, a common Projector, in the Year 1682 obtained an Act 

cf Common Council in Loxdon, to reitrain all but q4oo Hackney Coachmen to ply 

1n and about the City of Loydon and Suburbs thereof, under the Penalty of Forry 

Shill.ngs each Coach for every Offence : By which Proje& the faid Murry did get 

clear to himſelf Four hundred and fifty Pounds, belides all Bribes and other Incomes ; but the 

Coachmen that were oppreſs'd by the ſaid Murreys Project, having obtained the then Attor- 

ny General's Opinion, That the ſaid Act was againſt Law, {taid ſeveral Suits, and caſt rhe 

faid Murrey,- or thoſe 1imployed to put the ſaid Act in Execution. 
2. T bat then the faid Marrey and his Accomplices uid obtain an Order trom Sir Edward 

_ Pillers, then Knight-Maribal for the Liberty of the Verge { viz. Heſtminſter, Whitehall, and 

St. Famegs) to ſuppreſs the Hundred Hackney Coachmen from plying with their Coaches 

within the Liberties aforeſaid, and did with Money hire Menaend keep them from their faid 

Imployment, until one Zhowas Cadman did fend his Servant with iis Hackney-Coach to ply 

within the ſaid Verge, after having ſuffered Nine Weeks Reſtraint, by means of the aforcſa,d 

- Order, reſolving to ſee by whar Right they held their Power ; whereupon the Knight-Mar- 


_ ſhals Men immediately ſeized upon the faid Cadmar's Servant, ana kept him Prifoner at VFhzze- 


Hall tor above Six Roures, until he gave a Note under his Hand of Forty Pounds penalty to 
appear before the faid 5ir Edward Vi/ers the next Day by Nine of the Clock : And the faid 
Thomas Cadman appeared accordingly on his faid Servants behalt before his Honour, and made 
him ſenſible; of rhe Opprefiion, who was thereupon pleaſed to take it offi and never pur it 
upon the {aid Coachmen atter. 

3- That the ſaid Murrey and his Accomplices afterwards Sollicited his Honour Capt. Cheek, 
then Governour of the Tower of London, ro keep the ſaid One hundred Hackney Coachmen 
from taking up any Fare upon the Bulwark Wharte before the 7ower Gate, under the Penalty 
of Five ſhillings for each Coach ſo oftending, ſo that many poor men ſuffered thereby, until 
the faid Thomas Cadman Petitioned his Honour, and made him ſenſible of the Abuſe pur upon 
them by the aforeſaid Marrey and his Accomplices, ſo that now the faid Robert Murrey, ha- 
ving made what Mony he could of the faid 4oo Hackney Coachmen, came to thoſe he had 
formerly ruined, and by his deluding Speeches prevailed upon ſome poor Hackney-Cozch- 
men and others not qualified tor that Imploy, to afliſt him with Money to follicit the then 
Popith Commiſſioners to Licence 600 Hackney-Coachmen, and to pay more Money in one 
Year tor working their Coaches 1n the {treets, to the Commullioners and the fa'd Murray and 
his Accomplices than all the ſaid Hackney-Coachmen were worth, and it the Rich Men 
ſhould pay the foor Mens Debts; the Commiſſion was Sealed and Security given in to the - 
Lords of rhe Treaſury in November, 1688. (as the ſaid Coachmen are credably intormy'd, ) 
And if it had not pleaſed Almighty God to ſend His Highneſs, the then Prince of Orange, to 
their Relief at that very time, the ſaid Hackney-Coachmen had been all ruined and undone 
by the unjuſt and wicked Contrivance atoreſaid. | 

4. Thar when the ſaid Murrey ſaw the late King James was gone out of this Kingdom, and 
his Popith Commiſſion of no effect, Did with the ailiſtance oft a Fricna or Two in London, 
for his own By-Ends fince Chriſtmas laſt, get the At of Common-Councel revived. And the 
-faid Coachmen being informed, that the faid Marrey, and ſeveral others, are endeavouring, 
for their own private Intereſt, and to the Prejudice of your Petitioners, to procure one or 
more Bills, of their own framing, to be brought into this Honourable Houſe, for the Regu- 
lating of Hackney-Coaches. The faid Coachmen therefore humbly defire that the At made 
for Regulating of Hackney-Coaches in the 13th and 14th Years of King Charles II. may be 
vived, with the Addition only of One Hundred Coaches. And that they may be {ſettled at 
the ſame Yearly Rent that was Limitted by the faid Act. 


Wherefore we moſt humbly beſeech Tour Honours to take the Premiſes into Tour Serious 
Conſideration ; And we and all the reſt, as in Duty bound, ſhall ever Pray, &c. 


Thomas Cadman, John Sheldarick, 
Thomas Whutle, George Leverick, 
Peter Welch, John Beaver, 
John Hurt, Joha Hugins. 
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